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Division Reports 
Constitution Committee 
Elizabeth D. Briggs, Chairman 
Margaret Alexander, Irene Hayner 
The revisions of the constitution and by-laws were approved by the 
Board of Directors of the Division, published in the November A.L.A. 
Bulletin, and voted upon by the membership in January. One hundred and 
eight votes were cast. Of these, 103 were in favor of the revision. 


Editorial Committee 
Alice Louise LeFevre, Chairman 
Virginia Chase, Margaret Greer, Elizabeth Groves 
Isabel McLaughlin, Edith Titcomb 
The committee has read and evaluated three manuscripts and commented 
upon a number of publishing proposals submitted to the publishing depart- 
ment of A.L.A. in the field of work with children, schools and young people. 
We, too, can raise a service flag with one star for Margaret McElderry, 
who resigned from the committee in December, to go overseas with the 
OWI. Her place on the committee is being filled by Virginia Chase. 


Postwar Planning Committee 
Mary Peacock Douglas, Chairman 
Frances Henne, Eleanor Herman 
Lesley Newton, Doris Wise, Marion Young 
A first draft of proposed standards for school libraries was sent to all 
members of the Division Committee, to members of the Division Board, 
to members of related A.L.A. committees, and to a large list of consultants. 
The tentative standards were presented to the members of the Division 
Board at its meeting in Cleveland, September, 1943, and later to the 
Board of the School Libraries Section. The constructive criticisms received 
will be incorporated in a second draft to be completed this summer. Work 
on standards for library work with children and young people through 
public library service is in the embryo stage. 


Magazine Publicity Subcommittee 


Helen O’Conor, Chairman 
Ethel Bubb, Sue Hefley, Marion Horton 


The difficulties inherent in wartime living have had their effect on this 
subcommittee, too. Nevertheless, some progress was made under Elizabeth 
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Nichols, former chairman. In cooperation with Mildred Batchelder and 
Olga Peterson, A.L.A. Headquarters, Mrs. Nichols prevailed upon The 
Saturday Review of Literature to include a column of books for children 
and young people in that periodical. Mary Gould Davis is editor. The 
committee plans to inspire articles on current problems for various journals 
during the coming year. 












News Subcommittee 
Frances M. Grim, Chairman 
Helen L. Buxton, Ila Higbie, Helen B. Lewis 
Material has been assembled for the Division Scrapbook. It includes 
five articles written by Division members and published in professional 
magazines, fourteen lists and bibliographies and one news item. A request 
for Scrapbook material in the January, 1944, Top of the News brought 
small returns. 













Radio Broadcast and Recording Committee 

Harriet Leaf, Chairman ; 

Lysla Abbott, Maria Cimino, Rose Dobbs, Marie Hurley 

Dilla McBean, Julia Sauer, Frances Trotter 
Owing to technical difficulties, the Master Records of stories by Mrs. 
Thorne-Thomsen are not yet completed, but will be released this fall. The 
chairman presented the transcribed recordings from the Library of 
Congress to students of the University of Toronto Library School and to 
the Children’s Librarians of the Toronto Public Library. Requests for 
the use of children’s records in countries abroad where English is under- 
stood, and from the Royal Norwegian Information Service for use in 
teaching at library schools in North and South America have been received. 
Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen will give her time to the project when needed. In 
order to obtain priorities on materials the committee urges individuals 
and groups, interested in owning these records to write the chairman 
recommending specific titles to be recorded. The committee was represented 
at the Institute for Education by Radio, Columbus, Ohio, May 5-8, by Ruth 
Davis, Cleveland Public Library, and one of the storytellers on WGAR 
Folk Tale program. 
























Newbery and Caldecott Awards 
Four hundred librarians, teachers, booksellers and other friends 
gathered at the Hotel Cleveland, Cleveland, Ohio, on the evening of May 
11th to honor the recipients of the Newbery and Caldecott awards. Esther 
Forbes received the Newbery Medal for Johnny Tremain. These Happy 
Golden Years and Fog Magic were among the books considered for the 
award. Many Moons, illustrated by Louis Slobodkin, was awarded the 
Caldecott Medal. Other contestants were Small Rain and The Good Luck 
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Horse. Harriet Long presided at the dinner which included many dis- 
tinguished guests, among them, Frederic Melcher, Esther Forbes, Lee 
Kingman, Louis Slobodkin, Elisabeth Hamilton, Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen, 
Effie Power, Annie Spencer Cutter, Frances Clarke Sayers, and Dora Smith. 


Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association: Reports 

Book Evaluation Committee 

Ruth Giles, Chairman 

The committee completed the list of out-of-print titles, which was 
presented to the Association of Children’s Book Editors with a strong 
plea that they be considered for reprints. It was suggested that Inexpensive 
Books for Boys and Girls be revised, but such a list seems impractical at 
this time. 


Book Production Committee 
Helen Dean Fish, Chairman 


Travelling exhibits of children’s books were requested by fourteen 
State Library Commissions and books were contributed by twenty-nine 
publishers. Eight commissions, which received from 95 to 145 books each, 
have reported on the exhibits. The committee is unanimous in its appre- 
ciation of the publishers’ cooperation and in satisfaction with the results 
achieved. It has considered plans to translate books of the Allied Nations 


for our children and to encourage reprinting needed books. However, 
plate-melting rulings, paper restrictions, and difficulties of contacting 
European publishers make progress in this field practically impossible. 


Film Committee 
Margaret Clark, Chairman 
The purpose of this committee is to survey the field of 16-mm. recrea- 
tional films for children and to compile an annotated list of recommended 
ones for children’s library programs. The committee already has listed 
twenty films, chiefly about young animals, the circus, the zoo, and children 
at play. Twenty-four film titles await previewing arrangements. Research 
reveals a lack of recreational films for children in comparison with the 
wealth of educational ones. 


International Committee 
Mary Gould Davis, Chairman 

In January, 1944, the Committee on Translations, became the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Children’s Library Association, working with 
the International Committee of the Division and with the International 
Relations Office in Washington. Its purpose is to further the plan for pro- 
viding books for the children of any country whose books have been 
destroyed through enemy action, and to recommend a list of American 
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books to be translated for these children. It is evident that some of the 
European countries, shortly to be freed from Axis control, will have some 
children’s books that can be “channeled” to those places where children 
will be gathered for rehabilitation. It is necessary to find children’s 
librarians either abroad or here with the background to direct this work 
in foreign lands. Books will have to be made here and sent to those 
countries where none are available. The committee is acting in an advisory 
capacity to Dr. Vincinzo Petrullo of the Office of War Information. 


Membership Committee 
Irene Branham, Chairman 

Thirteen regional chairmen with state and city committees worked 
with the A.L.A. Membership Committee to recruit new members. Appeals 
to groups were made at library meetings, to library school classes and 
through professional periodicals. Personal contacts were made by letter 
and telephone; 2,500 dodgers were distributed. The short period given for 
recruiting has been a handicap and a simplification of the membership 
blanks is desirable if we are to have accurate records and increase our 
membership. 


Professional Training Committee 
Elizabeth Nesbitt, Chairman 

Before writing the article “What Becomes of Children’s Librarians and 
Why,” the authors asked members of the various committees for sugges- 
tions and comments. These were promptly forthcoming, and were very 
helpful, indeed. At present, the committee is considering ideas and plans 
for a leaflet on library work with children. It is hoped that something 
can be produced which will be an effective recruiting method. 


A Message to Children’s Librarians 

The need for children’s librarians is great and the coming year is a 
critical one for enrollment in library schools. Competition with other 
vocations and professions, including war service, is at a climax. Scholar- 
ship aid is needed to encourage enrollment. Requests for financial aid are 
always greater than can be met. If each children’s librarian contributed 
one dollar (or more) a substantial sum could be raised. Send money by 
July 31st to the present treasurer, Miss Siddie Joe Johnson, Public Li- 
brary, Dallas, Texas. A further need is for each children’s librarian to seek 
promising young women as candidates for training. Any in need of finan- 
cial help should be urged to send application for such aid, together with a 
transcript of her college record and a letter of recommendation to the 
present chairman, Harriet G. Long, Western Reserve University, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. All applications will be passed on by three people, the Vice- 
Chairman, Frances Clarke Sayers, the Chairman of the Committee on 
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Professional Training, Elizabeth Nesbitt, and the present chairman. 
Winning candidates will be given a list of accredited library schools, 
offering specialized training in service to children, from which they may 
select the school of their choice. All applications should be in by July 31st. 


Publicity Committee 
Zada Taylor, Chairman 
This committee’s work has ween centered upon informing the member- 
ship of the activities in children’s work, and collecting items for the Top 
of the News. One article was sponsored for publication in The Library 
Journal. 


Radio Broadcasts and Recordings Committee 
Maria Cimino, Chairman 
The committee considered three projects this year: 
1. The publication of an article, in a professional journal, of practical 
suggestions for the development of radio programs. 
2. A survey and evaluation of commercial recordings available to 
children. 
3. The publication of three radio programs of different types to serve 
as examples for choice of material, composition and performance. 


Public Library Section: Y oun g People’s Readin g Round Table: Reports 


Standing Committee 
Mary ]. Cain, Chairman 
Alice LeFevre, Isabel Nichol 
Jean C. Roos, Margaret Ward 
This committee has begun a survey of library schools to ascertain the 
status of work with young people as shown through courses offered. It is 
our hope that replies will disclose dynamic courses in service to youth 
that will furnish a tool for recruiting and draw graduates to this important 
field. An analysis of replies will be made and copies of the report filed 
with the Division president and the Young People’s Reading Round Table 
records. 


Book Selection Committee 


Mary ]. Cain, Chairman 
Frances M. Grim, Janet R. T. Stevens, Margaret Ward 


The Book Selection Committee was advised that because of the paper 
shortage the usual number of titles comprising the annual list, Books for 
Young People, would have to be reduced to a page. Consequently, close atten- 
tion had to be given to the books presented for inclusion. There was a sur- 
prising agreement in the lists submitted by members of the committee 
which represented a cross section of the country. Such unanimity about 
the best books young people were reading everywhere unexpectedly 
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facilitated the work of compilation. Imperative war titles held their place 
and it was heartening to find many books destined to prepare young peopl 
for their inevitable and important role in the postwar world. An informed 
advance in democratic living is assured where young people read: Journey 
Among Warriors; Teresita of the Valley; Burma Surgeon; Three Times] 
Bow; George Washington Carver; Mother America, and One World. 


Membership Committee 
Elizabeth Brand, Chairman 


Early in February mimeographed letters were sent to librarians in 
12 cities and 25 states, asking them to serve as members on the committee, 
Out of this number there were 20 acceptances, seven refusals and no 
answers from 10. The replies which were received indicated an active 
interest in work with young people and its extension, and an eager willing. 
ness to promote membership if any means to do so were at hand. There 
was request after request for information about the work, its value and 
aims; for pamphlets, leaflets and suggestions. Also, almost to a woman, 
there was the query about expenses. Is money available to use for mimeo 
graphing, postage and other items? Thus it seems that one of the most 
important factors for future membership drives is to have printed informa. 
tion about the work and plans of the Round Table, and to make it availabk 
to members of the committee for distribution. Adeline H. Mix, of the 
Barbour Branch of the Hartford Public Library, suggested posters small 
enough to be put on staff bulletin boards. Several of the committee men- 
bers have written that they will continue to recruit for YPRRT during 
the remainder of the year and so build up membership for 1945. Recom- 
mendations are essentially the same as those of the 1943 membership 
committee, that is: That the chairman be appointed by the first of Novem- 
ber at the latest. That we stress the point that campaign literature should 
be sent out in November and December if possible, as A.L.A. dues are 
payable the first of the year, and committee members have reported in 
March that many librarians have already sent in their dues. And that, 
where possible, it is advisable to have the former committee member 
serve, since her familiarity with the procedure will eliminate much corre 
spondence and many explanations. It is strongly recommended that ma 
terial about the Round Table be available to committee members, as stated 
above. 


School Libraries Section: Reports 
Constitution Committee 
Irene Hayner, Chairman 
The revised constitution and by-laws of the Section of the Division were 
sent to the entire membership with the April, 1944, Section Letter for 
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vote. The constitution proposes that the name of the Section shall be the 
American Association of School Librarians and provides for a board of 
directors, a vice-president who is the president-elect to be elected annually, 
a secretary and a treasurer elected for three-year terms, and one new di- 
rector serving a five-year term elected annually. The official vote will be an- 
nounced later. 


Membership Committee 
. Elizabeth Thomas, Chairman 


The membership cards have been checked with the official list of members 
for 1943 as sent by the Division treasurer. A duplicate card file for use 
of the Section treasurer is in process. It is recommended that both an 
alphabetical and a geographical file of the members be kept and that a 
copy of the list of members prepared from the A.L.A. cards by the Division 
treasurer be sent to the Section treasurer. It is also recommended that the 
Section treasurer be a continuing member of the Membership Committee. 


Magazine Evaluation Committee 
Laura Martin, Chairman 
This committee recognizes the need for a revision of the list of peri- 
odicals now used in the Evaluative Criteria, Library Service Section of the 
Cooperative Study of Secondary School Standards, but funds are not 


available. An evaluated list of magazines for elementary schools is also 
needed. The list of magazines for high schools issued by the Tennessee 
Department of Education, based on material prepared by the chairman of 
this committee, was sent to Section members. 


Statistics Committee 
Velma Shaffer, Chairman 


Reports from questionnaires sent to a selected list of cities for statistics 
on school libraries were tabulated and analyzed by this committee. Prior 
to 1942 this work was done at A.L.A. Headquarters. Tabulations of the 
statistics and a comprehensive report of the findings together with recom- 
mendations for future committees have been filed with A.L.A. A summary 
of the statistics shows that provision for centralized library service is 
increasing. The book collections in the schools reporting have increased 
materially as have the expenditures. In 1940-41 there was an average of 
2.8 books per pupil; in 1942-43 there were 3.7 books per pupil. The per 
capita expenditure increased from $2.23 to $2.71 in the same period. In 
24 out of 30 cities reporting, the Board of Education is given as the sole 
source of funds. In three cities the Board of Education and the Public 
Library contribute jointly. In three other cities, “other” sources in addition 
to the Board of Education are listed. With one exception, the librarians in 
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the 31 cities reporting on this item rank as faculty members. Three of these, 
however, are not on the same salary schedule. In answer to the question, 
“Are school librarians with the B.A. or B.S. in Library Science given the 
same status as teachers with a master’s degree?”, 11 cities report “yes” 
and 17 report “no.” Nineteen cities, however, state that the M.A. degree 
does not place teachers on a higher salary scale than those with a B.A. 
degree. The committee recommends a comprehensive study of the status 
of school librarians. 


School Section Letter 
Mary Peacock Douglas, Editor 


The Section Letter was issued in November, January and April with 
supplementary material added each time. 


Committee on Material Used in Postwar Planning 
Frieda Heller, Chairman 


In cooperation with the Progressive Education Association and the 
National Council on Social Studies, a bibliography of materials used in a 
unit on Postwar Planning in the cooperating schools was compiled. In 
view of the many fine materials published on this topic following the time 
of the study, no general distribution of the compiled bibliography was 
recommended. 


Nominating Committee 
Althea Currin, Chairman 


Nominees for Section offices are: 
Director of the Section: Sue Hefley, Genevieve Geiger. 
Secretary of the Section: Winifred Linderman. 
Director of Division: Ruth Evans Babcock, Alice Lohrer. 


Nominees for Division offices submitted by the Section are: 
Councilor: Mae Graham, Louise Roewekamp. 
Secretary of Division: Margaret Greer, Marguerite Kirk. 


G.apys ENGLISH, Editor 
Los Angeles Public Library 
Los Angeles 13, California 





